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Why are nations led by women doing better?

THE INTERPRETER

BY AMANDA TAUB

May 11 was a day of triumph for Prime
Minister Jacinda Ardern. Thanks to the
efforts of the entire nation, she said,
New Zealand had been largely success-
fulin meeting its ambitious goal of eradi-
cating, rather than just controlling, out-
breaks of the coronavirus. The lock-
down she had put in place on March 25
could now end.

Ms. Ardern’s success is the latest data
point in a widely noticed trend: Coun-
tries led by women seem to be particu-
larly successful in fighting the coro-
navirus.

Germany, led by Angela Merkel, has
had a far lower death rate than Britain,
France, Italy or Spain, Finland, where
Prime Minister Sanna Marin, 34, gov-
erns with a coalition of four parties led
by women, has had fewer than 10 per-
cent as many deaths as nearby Sweden,
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Prime Minister Jacinda Ardern put New Zealand into a lockdown Chancellor Angela Merkel‘s strategy led 1o a death rate in Ger-
early, which was instrumental in minimizing outbreaks. many far lower than rates in other Western European countries.
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